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SUB J : MORE ON "REFERENCE NEWS" COVERAGE OF THE CAMBODIAN- 
VIETNAMESE BORDER CONFLICT 

REF: PEKING 142 

1 . SUMMARY: USLO HAS OBTAINED NINE EARLY JANUARY ISSUES 
OF THE PRC'S RESTRICTED FOREIGN PRESS DIGEST, "REFERENCE 
NEWS", WHICH PROVIDED EXTENSIVE COVERAGE OF THE CAMBODIAN- 
VIETNAMESE BORDER CONFLICT. REPLAY OF FOREIGN PRESS RE- 
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PORTS OF THE CONFLICT WERE CLEARLY SLANTED IN CAMBODIA'S 
FAVOR WHILE ONLY MAKING PASSING MENTION OF THE VIETNAMESE 
POSITION. FOREIGN PRESS REPORTS ALSO GAVE HISTORICAL 
PERSPECTIVE, COVERED FOREIGN REACTION TO THE CONFLICT, 

PROVIDED DETAILS OF THE DEVELOPING MILITARY SITUATION 
BUT REFRAINED FROM FULLY REPORTING THE SOVIET POSITION. 

END SUMMARY. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


2. USLO HAS OBTAINED THE JANUARY 5, 6 7, 9, 1 1, 13 

AND 14 AND 15 ISSUES OF THE PRC’S RESTRICTED "REFEERNECE 
NEWS" (TS'AN-KAO HSIAO-HSI) WHICH CLEARLY SLANTED 
FOREIGN NEWS REPORTS OF THE CAMBODIAN- VIETNAMESE BORDER 
CONFLICT IN CAMBODIA'S FAVOR. IN CONTRAST TO THE 
SPARSE COVERAGE OF THE CONFLICT IN THE OFFICIAL MEDIA 
(THE LATEST MENTION BEING A JANUARY 17 PEOPLE'S DAILY 
REPLAY OF THE JANUARY 15 STATEMENT BY THE CAMBODIAN 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AFFIRMING CAMBODIAN RIGHTS 
TO HER TERRITORIAL SEAS AND "EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONES"), 
"REFERENCE NEWS" PROVIDED IN EPTH COVERAGE OF THE 
MILITARY SITUATION, THE BREAKING OF DIPLOMATIC RELA- 
TIONS, FOREIGN REACTIO AND BACKGROUND ANALYSIS. WHILE 
THE COVERAGE CLEARLY FAVORED THE CAMBODIAN CHARGES 
"REFERENCE NEWS" DISMISSED THE CHARGES OF BIAS BY 
EXCERPTING A JANUARY 9 REUTER REPORT FROM PEKING ON 
THE VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR S EXPRESSION OF DISSATIS- 
FACTION TO THE PRC MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OVER THE 
FAILURE OF THE PRC MEDIA TO FULLY REPORT VIETNAM'S 
POSITION. THE ARTICLE NOTED THAT THE PRC "REJECTS 
HIS VIEW". 

3. THROUGH THE SELECTED USE OF AP. AFP, UPI, REUTERS 
AND OTHER FOREIGN PRESS REPORTS OF THESE ISSUES 
"REFERENCE NEWS" ANALYZED FOREIGN REACTIONS TO THE 
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CONFLICT INCLUDING POSITIONS TAKEN BY FRANCE, THAILAND, 
INDIA, INDONESIA, MALAYSIA, CUBA AND THE SOVIET UNION. 
EXCERPTS OF REPORTS ON THE SOVIET REACTION NOTED THE 
SOVIET CHARGE THAT THE PRC IS BIASING ITS PRESS 
COVERAGE IN FAVOR OF CAMBODIA. THE JANUARY 14 "REF- 
ERENCE NEWS" REPLAYED A JANUARY 10 WASHINGTN POST ARTICLE; 
"THE SOVIETS ATTACK BRZEZINSKI'S VIEW OF THE INDOCHINA 
CONFLICT", WHICH NOTED THE STRONG SOVIET REACTION TO 
DR. BRZEZINSKI'S COMMENTS ON THE SOVIET/CHINESE IN- 
VOLVEMENT DURING THE RECENT "FACE THE NATION" INTER- 
VIEW. IT ALSO REPORTED THE TASS SPOKESMAN'S ACCUSA- 
TION THAT THE PRC IS AIDING CAMBODIA POETICALLY AND 
MILITARILY. HIGHLIGHTS OF US PRESS COVERAGE INCLUDE A 
JANUARY 6 WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL "THE NEW INDOCHINA 
WAR," A JANUARY 7 WASHINGTON POST COLUMN "CAMBODIA: 
VIETNAM'S VIETNAM." AND A JANUARY 16 NEWSWEEK ITEM. 

4. "REFERENCE NEWS" COVERAGE OF OTHER SUBJECTS WILL BE 
REPORTED IN SEPTEL. 

5. COPIES OF THE ABOVE ISSUES BEING POUCHED TO HONG KONG 
AND THE DEPARTMENT. 
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